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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  1957. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 

Borough  of  Beverley. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  state  of  the  public  health  for  1957. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  statistical  tables  in  this  report  give  the  relevant 
details  about  Births,  Deaths  and  Infectious  Disease.  As 
in  previous  years  the  main,  causes  of  death  in  Beverley 
are  heart  disease,  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system, 
and  cancer.  Sixty-four  per  cent  of  the  deaths  in  the 
town  occurred  in  people  of  65  years  or  more. 

The  health  of  a community  can  to  some  extent  be 
assessed  by  the  vital  statistics  applicable  to  the  area.  In 
the  days  when  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  high  and 
the  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  was  a major  cause  of 
morbidity  and  death,  statistical  information  about  these 
two  factors  gave  a general  picture  ol  the  state  of  health 
and  hygienic  circumstances  of  a coanmunity.  It  is  very 
doubtful  if  this  statistical  information  has  now  the  same 
value,  as  Infectious  Disease  is  of  secondary  importance 
as  a cause  of  illness,  and  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is 
now  relatively  low^,  namely,  25.55  per  1,000  live  births 
for  the  Borough.  This  figure  does  not  vary  a great  deal 
from  year  to  year. 

What  is  now  required  by  Health  Departments  is 
statistical  information  which  can  be  used  to  estimate  the 
general  sickness  rate  in  the  area.  Statistics  regarding 
deaths,  infectious  disease,  etc.,  are  still  necessary  as  they 
provide  vital  information,  but,  in  addition,  to  these,  new 
indices  of  health  should  be  sought.  The  weekly  figures 
supplied  by  the  National  Insurance  Offices  provide  a 
crude  indication  of  the  number  of  people  ofi  work  due 
to  illness,  but  do  not  help  as  regard  the  type  of  illness, 
and  further  local  information  must  be  obtained  if  these 
weeklj'  figures  show  a steep  upward  trend. 

It  is  now  generally  accepted  that  a large  proportion 
of  the  patients  who  consult  general  practitioners  do  not 
suffer  from  physical  illness,  but  from  minor  degrees  of 
mental  upset  which  show^  themselves  in  a variety  of 
sj^mptoms.  It  has  been  stated  that  between  a quarter 
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and  a third  of  all  absences  from  work  are  due  to  nenrotic 
illness.  It  would  be  both  interesting;'  and  usefnl  to  know 
the  true  proportion  of  patients  in  this  category,  and  to 
estimate  the  annual  value  of  the  various  placebos  and 
tranquillisers  which  are  prescribed  for  this  type  of  case. 
In  addition,  there  is  the  loss  in  wages  and  production, 
and  also  the  cost  of  sick  benefit.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  total  bill  would  be  extremely  large.  It  is  informa- 
tion of  this  type,  in  addition  to  the  established  statistics, 
which  health  departments  now  need  in  order  to  help  the 
cause  of  prevention. 

Without  a clear  cut  picture  of  the  extent  and  type 
of  illness  in  any  area,  it  is  difficult  to  take  any  major 
step  to  prevent  its  occurrence  or,  what  is  becoming  just 
as  important  from  a national  viewpoint,  to  curtail  the 
expenditure  on  drugs  without  detriment  to  those  who 
require  drug  treatment.  The  problem  of  the  prevention 
of  mental  breakdown  should  be  tackled  just  as  the 
problems  of  infectious  disease  were  tackled  in  the  past, 
and  in  order  to  do  this,  those  concerned  must  have  the 
necessary  information  about  its  incidence. 

Our  present  vital  statistics  are  useful,  but  by  no 
means  sufficient  for  the  job  in  hand — new  indices  for 
assessing  the  health  of  communities  are  required. 

Infectious  Disease. 

Mea.sles. 

The  usual  biannual  outbreak  of  measles  resulted  in 
541  notifications  ; this  condition  maintains  its  relatively 
mild  character,  but  has  a considerable  nuisance  value  in 
schools  and  homes.  Infant  schools  are  often  sadly 
depleted  during  an  outbreak. 

Influenza. 

The  outbreak  of  Asian  type  influenza  which  spread 
throughout  the  country  during  the  autumn  months 
reached  Beverley  in  September.  The  condition  was 
relatively  mild,  but  spread  rapidly  through  the  school- 
children  during  September  and  October,  and  some  schools 
had  a 50%  to  60%  absentee  rate.  The  larger  businesses 
in  the  town  were  not  materially  affected  by  this  outbreak 
and  full  production  was  maintained. 

The  usual  symptoms  were  those  of  upper  respiratory 
infection,  associated  with  a general  feeling  of  illness, 
lioaflafdie,  backache  and  a rise  in  temperature.  Practically 
all  cases  recovered  within  a week,  but  one  case  was 
complicated  by  toxic  pneumonia.  Only  general  advice 
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and  exclusion  of  all  known  cases  from  scliools  were 
necessary  as  preventive  measures. 

Poliomyelitis. 

No  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  in  1957. 
Tuberculosis. 

A total  of  8 new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified, 
6 were  pulmonary  and  2 non-pulmonary.  There  were 
120  recorded  cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  Boroug*!!  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Paratyphoid  Fever. 

One  case  of  paratyphoid  occurred  in  a school  girl; 
no  obvious  source  of  infection  was  discovered.  However, 
the  girl  gave  a history  of  bathing  in  the  sea  of  a holiday 
resort  about  the  time  infection  occurred.  The  water 
from  this  resort  had  been  previously  bacteriologically 
examined,  and  showed  evidence  of  pollution  including 
a similar  type  of  germ  to  that  which  infected  this  girl. 
It  is,  therefore,  possible  that  the  infection  was  contracted 
whilst  bathing,  but  evidence  for  this  is  not  conclusive. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

All  the  cases  of  puerperal  fever  notified  occurred  in 
hospital. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough, 
tetanus  and  poliomyelities  can  now  be  carried  out.  The 
response  of  poliomyelitis  vaccination  has  been  satis- 
factory in  Beverley,  approximately  59%  of  the  children 
up  to  15  3^ears  of  age  have  registered  for  vaccination,  but 
up  till  the  end  of  1957  the  rate  of  vaccination  was  limited 
by  the  supply  of  vaccine. 

B.C.Gf.  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  continues  to 
be  offered  by  the  County  School  Health  Service  to  the 
13-14  year  old  school  children — the  response  varies  hbm 
school  to  school,  but  generally  in  the  Beverley  area 
60.3%  of  pupils  accepted  skin  testing  and  vaccination 
when  necessary. 

Water  and  Sewerage. 

The  town  water  supply  came  from  Kingston  upon 
Hull  C.B.,  but  distribution  is  controlled  by  the  Council. 
Eleven  samples  of  water  were  tested  bacteriologically  and 
one  for  chemical  analysis — these  were  all  satisfactory. 

The  proposed  new  sewerage  scheme  for  Beverley  has 
not  yet  reached  fruition,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  a 
date  for  the  hearing  of  the  Ministerial  Enquirv  has  been 
fixed. 
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Milk  and  Food. 

Regular  visits  were  paid  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  to  the  various  food  premises  in  the  town,  and 
samples  of  ice-cream  and  iced  lollies,  milk  and  foiod  were 
tested  bacteriologically  as  required. 

Of  15  ice-cream  samples  taken,  only  one  was  un- 
satisfactory, and  3 of  23  samples  of  iced  lollies  were 
unsatisfactory. 

Eleven,  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  4 showed 
the  presence  of  Brucella  Abortus.  All  these  cases  are 
reported  to  the  appropriate  department  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  for  any  necessary  investiga- 
tion of  the  herd.  The  co-operation  between  this  depart- 
ment and  the  Health  Department  is  very  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  173  inspections  of  registered  food 
premises  were  carried  out. 

I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  and  thanks 
for  the  help  and  courtesy  of  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Health  Committee,  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
and  all  other  officials  of  the  Corporation  during  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WM.  EERGUSOH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


August,  1958. 


7 


STATISTICAL  MEMORANDUM. 

BOROUGH  Borougli  of  Beverley. 

Population  (estimated  mid  1957)  15,570 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  5,016 

Rateable  Value  £162,502 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £636 

Total  Births  274 

Birth-rate  17.6 

Total  Deaths  207 

Death-rate  13.02 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  7 

Infant  Mortality  25.55  per  1,000  live  births 

Number  of  Illegitimate  Births  8 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population.  The  Registrar  General  has  notified  his 
estimation  of  the  population  at  mid  1957  as  15,570. 

Births,  There  were  274  live  births  registered  in 
the  Borough  during  1957,  and  o4  these,  143  were  males 
and  131  females.  The  total  figure  is  24  more  than  in 
1956.  There  were  8 illegitimate  births,  6 males  and  2 
females.  The  birth  rate  was  17.6,  an  increase  of  .54 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 

Still  Births.  Of  the  7 still  births  in  the  Borough 
in  1957,  3 were  males  and  4 were  females,  as  against 
4 males  and  3 females  in  the  previous  year. 

Deaths.  There  were  207  deaths,  101  males  and  106 
females,  during  1957 ; this  total  is  12  more  than  in  the 
previous  year.  The  corrected  death  rate  was  13.02,  as 
compared  with  12.14  in  1956. 

Infant  Mortality.  There  were  2 male  and  5 female 
infant  deaths  during  1957,  equivalent  to  a rate  of  25.55 
per  1,000  live  births. 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate.  There  was  one  death  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  registered  during  1957,  and  that 
was  of  a man  57  years  of  age. 


Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population^ 


Year 

England  and  Wales 

Beverley  Borough 

DEATHS. 

1957 

11.5 

13.02 

1956 

11.7 

12.14 

1955 

11.7 

11.5 

1954 

11.3 

11.17 

1953 

11.4 

12.42 

LIYE  BIRTHS. 

1957 

16.1 

17.6 

1956 

15.7 

16.06 

1955 

15.0 

16.40 

1954 

15.2 

17.84 

1953 

15.5 

17.10 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

(per  1,000  live  births). 

1957 

22.5 

24.91 

Note:  The  rates,  are  per  1,000  Home  Population  which  includes 
service  personnel. 


9 


Principal  Causes  of  Death. 


Causes  of  Death, 


Male.  Female.  Total. 


All  causes  101 

1.  Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  ...  1 


2.  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

K.  S-yphilitic  disease  

4.  Diphtheria  

o.  Whooping  Cough  

(>.  Meningococcal  infections  .... 

7.  Acute  ])oliomyelitis  

8.  Measles  




0.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ...  1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  stomach  ~y 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  lungs  and  bronchus  8 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  breast  — 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  uterus  ., — 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  7 

15.  Leuhamia  and  aleukrpmia  4 

16.  Diabetes  1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  sy»‘^tem  15 

18.  Coronary  disease  and  angina  17 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  1 

20.  Other  heart  diseases  7 

21  Other  circulatory  diseases  3 

22.  Influenza 2 

23.  Pneumonia  3 

24.  Bronchitis  4 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  1 

26.  Fleer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  1 


27.  Grastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  

28.  Nephritis  and  nepihrosis  

29.  Hyper]>lasia  of  prolate  

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  

31.  Congenital  malformations  and  prematurity 


32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disieases  ...  10 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  1 

34.  All  other  accidents  5 

35.  Suicide  ~ 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  — 
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1 


1 

2 

3 

8 


15 

17 

1 

15 

4 

1 

8 

2 

1 


2 

13 

1 

5 

1 


207 

1 

1 


1 

K) 

9 

2 

3 
15 

4 
1 

30 

34 

2 

22 

7 

3 

11 

6 

2 

1 


4 

23 

2 

10 

1 


Age  distribution  of  Deaths. 


Causes  of  Death 

19.55 

1956 

1951 

Under  1 year  

8 

7 

1—5  years  

— 

— 

i 2 

5—15  years  

1 

1 

i 1 

15 — 25  years  

— 

1 

' 2 1 

25 — 45  years  

5 

2 

i 13  ! 

45 — 65  years  

44 

41 

49 

65  years  and  over  

143 

142 

133 

Totals  

196 

195 

207 

10 


Deaths  under  1 year. 

RATES  PER  1,000  LIVE  BIRTHS. 


Year 

England 

and 

Wales 

Beverley 

Borough 

1957 

23.0 

25.55 

1956 

23.8 

32.0 

1955 

24.9 

11.4 

1954 

25.4 

18.4 

1953 

26.8 

17.9 

Table  showing  Age  Distribution  of  Infantile  Deaths. 


Cause  of  Death 

1 Under  1 week 

1 to  2 weeks 

2 to  3 weeks 

3 to  4 weeks 

Total  under  4 weeks 

j 1 to  3 months 

3 to  6 months 

6 to  9 months 

9 to  12  months 

I 

Total  under  1 year 

Prematurity  

8 

— 

— 

3 

— 

~ 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malforma- 
tions, birth  injury, 
etc 

1 

1 

Congenital  diseases  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Other  diseases  

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

~ 

1 

Totals  

4 

— 

1 

- 

5 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Immunisation  during  1957. 

No.  of  children  immunfsed  during  the  year  as 
follows : — 


Primary 

Injections 

— 

Boosters 

Under  5 

14 

(a)  against  diphtheria  only 

9 

10 

124 

n))  against  diphtheria  and 

whooping  cough  

100 

3 

31 

(f‘)  ngainst  whooping  cough 

only  

8 

— 

— 

(d)  against  diphtheria, 

whooping  cough  and 

tetanus  

71 

— 

16 

11 


Vaccinations. 


Age  at  date  of 
Vaccination 

1 

under  1 

1—4 

5—14 

15  or 
over 

Total 

Number  vaccinated  .... 

134 

10 

3 

7 

154 

Number  re-vaccinated.. 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Distribution  of  Infectious  Diseases  by  Age  Groups. 


Disease 

Under  1 year  | 

1-2  years 

3-4  years 

1 

5-9  years  j 

w 

a 

<s> 

o 

25-44  years 

45-64  years 

65  years  and  over  1 

i Age  unknown 

TOTAL 

Scarlet  Fever  ,.. 





1 



1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Whooping  Cough  ... 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

3 

5 

9 

i 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

19  I 

Paralytic  

i 

— 

Non-Paralytic  ... 

■ 

Measles  

14 

112 

173 

235 

5 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

541 

Acute  Pneumonia  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Dvsentery  

— 

— 

1 

— 

-- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Erysipelas  

i 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Food  Poisoning  

1 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.. 
Enteric  or  Typhoid 

4 

3 

7 

i?  t;  V i:?r  

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- 

— 

■— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

TOTALS  

15 

115 

179 

246 

7 

6 

4 

3 

1 

— 

576 

The  Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  the  Past 
5 Years. 


1 Disease 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Scarlet  Fever  

56 

32 

5 

9 

2 

I Whooping  Cough  ....... 

, Poliomyelitis  and 

111 

5 

49 

24 

19 

Polio-Encephalitis  .. 

14 

8 

— 

1 

— 

1 Measles  

81 

30 

286 

12 

541 

1 Acute  Pneumonia  

12 

7 

4 

9 

1 

! Dvsentery  

1 

1 

95 

74 

2 

Erysipelas  

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Food  Poisoning  

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

8 

8 

18 

6 

7 

Diphtheria  

' Enteric  or  Typhoid 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 Fever  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

j Paratyphoid  Fever  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

' Totals  

285 

95 

459 

137 

576 
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Attack  Rate  per  1,000  Home  Population  of  Commoner 
Infectious  Diseases. 


i 

i Disease 

1053 

1954 

10.55 

1956 

1957 

Scarlet  Fever  

3.0 

2.07 

0.32 

0.57 

0.13 

Whooping  Congii  ... 
Poliomyelitis — 

7.23 

(».:!2 

2.53 

1.54 

1.23 

1 Paralytic  

0.01 

0.38 

0.00 

0.06 

0.00 

! Non-paralytic  .... 

0.00 

0.13 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles  

5.27 

1.05 

18.66 

0.77 

34.9 

Pneumonia  

0.78 

0.47 

0.26 

0..57 

0.06 

Erysipelas  

0.07 

0.06 

0.23 

0.06 

0.12 

Diphtheria  

0.00 

0.00  I 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

0.52 

0.52  ! 

1 

1.16 

1 0.39 

0.45 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year,  8 new  cases  were  notified  or  came 
to  notice,  and  the  following  table  shows  the  age  and  sex 
distribution  of  these  cases. 

Cases  ?^otified  during  1957. 


Age  Group 

Pulmonary 

I Male  Female 

Non-Pu] 

Male 

Imonary  1 

Female 

0—5  years  

— 

— 

— 

5 — 15  years  

— ■ 

— 

2 

*— 

15—25  years  

2 

1 

— 

— 

2.5 — 35  years  

1 

— 

— 

— 

35—45  years  

— 

1 

— 

— i 

4.5—65  years  

— 

1 

— 

— ' 

65  years  and  over  .. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

i Totals  

3 

3 

2 

The  folIoAving  table  shows  the  additions  to  and 
removals  from  the  register  during  the  year:  — 


! Males 

P.  N.P. 

Females 

P.  N.P. 

Total 

Number  of  cases  on  Register 
at  the  .31st  December.  19.56  ... 

33 

18 

58 

5 

114 

Gases  added  to  register:  — 

( n ) Gases  notified  for  the 
first  time  

3 

i 

i 

3 

2 

8 

^h)  Cases  brought  to  notice 
otlierwise  than  by 
formal  notification  ..  ... 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Removed  from  Register  on 
account  of  death,  change  of 
address,  etc 

1 

3 

4 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on  , 
Register  at  .31st  December,  , 
1957  1 

i 

37  j 

60 

7 

122 

13 


GENERAL  PRO  VISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 

Laboratory  Facilities.  Specimens  for  pathological 
examination  are  sent  to  the  Laboratories  at  the  Hull 
and  Beverley  Hospitals  and  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  in  Hull. 

Bacteriological  and  biological  examination  of  milk, 
water  and  ice-cream  are  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  in  Hull. 

Ambulance  Facilities.  The  conveyance  of  all  cases 
(^including  infectious  disease)  is  the  responsibility  of 
the  County  Council  as  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

Clinics.  Tuberculosis.  A Clinic  was  held  each 
Thursday  afternoon  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  Wiestwood 
Hospital,  Beverley. 

Venereal  Disease.  Clinics  w^ere  held  daily  at  the 
Clinic,  Mill  Street,  Hull. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES. 

Child  Welfare  Clinic.  The  Child  Welfare  Clinic 
continued  to  be  held  twice  w^eekly  in  the  Lord  Roberts 
Road  Clinic,  and  was  well  attended  by  mothers  and 
children  in  the  district. 

The  number  of  children  who  attended  the  Clinic 
and  the  number  of  attendances  made  by  them  during 
the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


Number  of  children  who  attended  during  the  year 


and  who  were  bom  in: — 

1952—1955  272 

1956  204 

1957  ., 204 

Total  attendances  4,517 

Average  attendances  i)er  session  44 


Relaxation  Classes. 

These  classes,  held  twice  a week  for  expectant 
mothers  in  Beverley  and  District,  have  been  much 
appreciated  and  well  attended,  as  the  following  hgures 
show  : — 


No.  of  Sessioua  j No,  of  new 

held.  1 Attendances. 

No.  of  individuals 
attending. 

Total 

attendances 

made. 

100  1 88 

1G5 

73G 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR. 


To  the  Mayor ^ Aldermen  and  Cauncillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Beverley. 

I liave  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  the  accompany- 
ing report  on  the  work  carried  out  in  my  Department 
during  the  year  1957. 

Our  hopes  of  at  last  being  able  to  embark  on  the 
clearance  of  a large  area  of  sub-standard  property  to 
enable  us  to  proceed  with  a comprehensive  scheme  of 
re-development  were,  unfortunately,  not  fulfilled  during 
the  year  because  of  difficulties  associated  with  the 
Town  Development  Map,  the  continued  lack  of  which 
is  seriously  hampering  those  responsible  for  giving 
advice  as  to  clearance  and  future  development  in  the 
town.  Under  the  circumstances,  an  interim  three-year 
programme  had  to  be  drawn  up  and  the  work  allocated 
to  1957  was  carried  through  as  planned.  During  that 
year,  54  houses  were  vacated  and  48  demolished. 

A Local  Inquiry  was  held  during  the  year,  at  which 
our  proposals  for  demolition  were  confirmed  by  the 
Minister  without  modification. 

An  important  development  in  the  field  of  Housing 
took  place  in  1957  with  the  passing  of  the  Rent  Act, 
under  which  landlords  are  given  a permitted  rent 
increase  in  respect  of  any  house  which  is  in  a state  of 
repair  satisfactory  to  the  tenant.  'The  Act  has  not 
worked  out  very  well  in  Beverley,  since  some  land- 
lords immediately  demanded  the  full  increase  of  rent 
in  respect  of  houses  which  had  previously  been  allowed 
to  fall  into  a bad  state  of  repair,  and  were,  in  conse- 
quence, faced  with  long  and  expensive  lists  of  work 
required  by  the  tenants.  In  many  instances,  landlords 
thereupon  chose  not  to  carry  out  any  of  the  works  of 
rej)air  and  left  ])otli  tlie  property  and  tlie  rent  as  it 
was.  How  much  better  it  would  have  been  if  landlords 
and  tenants  could  have  got  together  and  come  to  an 
agreement  between  themselves  for  the  carrying  out  of 
essential  repairs  under  a modified  rent  increase  with 
I lie  work  being  undertaken,  and  the  rent  adjusted,  in 
stages.  As  it  is,  in  demanding  all,  many  on  both  sides 
have  got  nothing.  To  the  end  of  the  year,  26  certificates 
of  disrepair  were  issued  and  5 undertakings  under  the 
Act  were  accepted  by  the  Council. 
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I am  pleased  to  report  that  progress  has  continued 
to  he  made  in  bringing  food  premises  up  to  the  standard 
laid  down  in  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  and  we 
now  have  quite  a number  of  shops  which  are  smart  and 
( lean  and  well  fitted  up  and  are  a credit  to  their  owners. 
Food  handling  methods,  however,  still  lag  behind,  and 
in.  far  too  many  shops  there  is  still  far  too  much  un- 
necessary handling  and  fingering  of  food  by  shop 
assistants,  nearly  all  of  which  could  be  avoided  by  the 
intelligent  use  of  clean  scoops,  tongs,  knives  and 
wrapping  paper.  One  still  sees  instances  of  fried  fish, 
prepared  meats,  cheese  and  unwrapped  sweets  and  cakes 
being  slapped  around  in  handfuls  by  thoughtless  shop 
assistants — and  for  the  most  part  the  public  stands  by 
mute  and  unprotesting  ! It  could  all  be  changed  in  a 
fortnight  if  we  could  all  act  together  and  refuse  to 
accept  food  which  has  been  handled  so.  Perhaps  we 
might  organise  a Clean  Food  Handling  Week  and  try 
to  get  the  general  public,  for  that  week  at  least,  to 
demand  something  better  from  those  shop  assistants  who 
do  these  things.  Of  course,  shop  assistants  are  not  all 
like  that — but  too  many  of  them  are  ! 

A.  glance  over  the  figures  given  in  Annual  Reports 
during  the  twenty  years  wliich  I have  worked  in  the 
town  emphasises  how  the  pattern  of  our  work  has 
changed  even  in  that  comparatively  short  time. 
Nuisances,  drainage  work,  infectious  disease  and  dis 
infestations,  which  used  to  figure  so  prominently  in  our 
reports,  are  now  taking  a very  secondary  place  to  our 
specialist  activities  in  connection  with  Food,  Housing, 
Clean  Air  and  the  collection  and  disposal  of  Refuse. 
I welcome  the  change  as  a sign  of  advancement  of  the 
state  of  public  health  in  the  town,  and  am  grateful 
for  the  enlightened  approach  which  the  Council  has 
made  to  new  developments  and  new  ideas. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  B.  HOOD, 

Piihlic  Health  Ins'pector. 
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Table  I. 

Summary  of  Inspections  Carried  Out. 


Total 
No.  of 
Inspec- 
tions 

Public  Health  Act.  1930  1062 


Nature  of  Inspections 


Dwelling-houses  : First  visits  • • • 650 

Revisits  670 

Disinfestation  of  Premises 
and  Bedding  : First  visits  ...  65 

Revisits  49 

Drainage  Works  : First  visits  ...  74 

Revisits  59 

Infectious  Disease  3 

Common  Lodging-houses  44 

Moveable  Dwellings  17 

Smoke  Observations  15 

Offensive  Trades  9 

Cinemas  1 


1662 


Housing  Act,  1936  259  Dwelling-houses 


259 


Food  & Drugs  Act,  1955  2075 


Slaughter-houses  (Meat 

Inspection)  1473 

F(jod  Preparing  Premises  173 

Ice-cream  premises  56 

Bakehouses  19 

Unfit  “Other  Pood”  34 

Collecting  Biological  Milk 

Samples  

Fodd  Vehicles  22 

Food  Stalls  5 

Retail  premises  286 


2075 


Water  Supplies 


19  Domestic  water  supplies  and 
collection  of  samples  for 
analysis  ••• 19 


Factories  Acts,  1987  and 
1948  


43  Total  visits 


43 


Prevention  of  Damage 

by  Pests  Act,  1949  ....  1204  Total  visits  1204 

visits  On  survey  

work  have  not  been 
Included.) 

Petroleum  Regulations  . 19  Total  visits  19 


5281 


OR.AND  TOTAL 
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Table  II. 

Notices  Served. 

Under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  274 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  complied  with  269 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  8 

Number  of  Statutorv  Notices  complied  witli : — 

(a)  By  Owners  16 

(b)  By  Corporation,  in  default  nil 

Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1956. 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  53 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  complied  with  ...  43 


The  Notices  not  complied  with  have  been  carried 
forward  to  the  year  1958. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

11  samples  of  the  town’s  water  rvere  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  during  the  year,  the  results 


of  which  were  as  follows  : — 

Number  examined  11 

Number  satisfactory  11 


In  addition,  11  samples  w’ere  examined  for  the 
presence  of  free  chlorine,  and  free  chlorine  was  found 
in  every  sample. 

A sample  of  town’s  water  was  taken  for  the  purpose 
of  chemical  analysis.  The  sample  proved  to  be  satis- 
factory and  the  following  is  the  Analyst’s  Eeport  upon 
it : — 

Physical  Examinatiox . 

Colour,  in  2 ft.  column.  Colourless. 


Appearance  Clear;  slight  trace  sus- 

pended matter. 

Taste  Normal. 

Smell  None. 


Chemical  Examination. 
Eeaction,  pH  
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7.3 

Parte  per  Million. 


Free  Carbon  Dioxide,  as  CO  2 11.0 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen,  as  N 0.006 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen,  as  N 0.006 

Nitrous  Nitrogen,  as  N None 

Nitric  Nitrogen,  as  N 4.9 

Hardness  (E.D.T.A.),  as  CaCOg 320 

Temporary  . . . 206 

Permanent  ...  114 

Permanganate  figure  (4  firs.  80°  F.), 

as  0 0.230 

Alkalinity,  as  CaCO  3 237 

Total  Soiids  (at  180°  C.)  445 

Chlorides,  expressed  as  chlorine  33 

Free  Chlorine  .■ Practically  none 

Lead,  etc None 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

34  houses  with  pail  closets  and  10  houses  with  privies 
were  demolished  during  the  year,  and  20  pail  closets 
and  2 privies  were  converted  to  W.C.s  At  the  end  of 
the  year,  of  the  5,016  occupied  houses  in  the  town,  64 
had  pail  closets  and  8 had  privies. 

10  of  the  pail  closets  were  converted  under  the 
scheme  whereby  the  Counci]  contribute  50%  of  the  cost 
of  the  conversions  and  these  were  done  at  a cost  to  the 
Corporation  of  approximately  £187. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

There  are  8 licences  in  force  in  Beverley,  1 being  a 
licence  for  the  use  of  a site  by  moveable  dwellings,  and 
the  other  7 authorising  the  occupation  of  moveable 
dwellings.  The  site  is  licensed  for  the  occupation  of 
ten  caravans,  and  a condition  to  this  effect  and  requiring 
the  dwellings  to  be  adequately  spaced  is  attached  to  the 
licence. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

The  two  registered  common  lodging-houses  in  the 
Borough  were  visited  44  times  during  the  year.  The 
condilion  of  om*  of  them  coiitiinuis  to'  l)e  ([uite  satis- 
factory, but  as  a result  of  a report  on,  the  second  lodging- 
liousi*  io  llie  ILsiltli  (5)mmittee,  tlu^  Council  decided 
to  instruct  the  3\)wn  Clerk  to  institute  proceedings 
again.st  the  keeper  for  contravening  the  Byelaws  in 
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respect  of  Common  T/odgino’-lioiises  and  a conviction,  was 
secured.  Conditions  at  this  common  lodging-honse  have 
improved  since  the  proceedings  were  taken. 

DISINFESTATION  OF  PEEMISES  AND  BEDDING. 

A total  of  1 14  visits  were  paid  to  65  premises.  The 
fiirnitnre  of  all  prospective  tenants  of  Conncil  houses 
is  inspected  by  the  Housing  Manager,  and,  where 
necessary,  or  as  a precautionary  measure,  works  of  dis- 
infestation are  carried  out.  During  the  year,  30  lots 
of  such  furniture  were  disinfested. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1956. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Table  III. 

Si^:mmary  of  Meat  Inspected  and  Condemned,  1957. 

Sheep  & 

Cattle.  Calves.  Lambs,.  Pigs.  Horses. 

Number  killed  1298  28  2882  1973  6 

Number  inspected  ....  1298  28  2882  1973  6 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ...  5 1 10 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  Not  recorded. 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than,  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  Not  recorded. 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ...  15  - - 

Number  of  animals  affected 

with  localised  tuberculosis..  95  1 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  tuber- 
culosis   8.4%  3.6% 

Cysticerosis — Sheep  and 

Cattle.  Calves.  Lambs.  Pigs. 


Sheep  & 

Cattle.  Calves,.  Lambs. 


Pigs. 

3 


28 


1.4% 


Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration  

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned   
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Offal  Condemned. 

Cattle. 

Calves. 

Siheep  & 
Lambs. 

Pigs.  Horses. 

Heads  and  tongues  .. 

. 66 

1 

_ 

29 

Livers  

. 181 

2 

55 

26 

Lungs  

. 72 

2 

1 

6 

Kidneys  

7 

- 

— 

_ _ 

Udders  

3 

— 

_ 

_ _ 

Hearts  

8 

2 

1 

4 

Spleens  

6 

— 

— 

_ _ 

Stomachs  

3 

_ 

— 

_ _ 

Intestines  

4 

_ 

— 

- - 

Table  IY. 

Other  Food  Inspected  and  Condemned. 

lbs. 


Meat  and  Meat  Products  341 

Milk  and  Milk  Products  168 

Fruit  and  Yegetables  353 

Other  items  102 


964 


ICE-CREAM. 

15  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical examination,  with  the  following  results:  — 

12  samples  were  placed  in  Provisional  Grade  1. 

2 samples  were  placed  in  Provisional  Grade  2. 

1 sample  was  placed  in  Provisional  Grade  3. 

In  addition,  23  samples  of  lollies  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination,  the  result  being  that  20  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory  and  3 unsatisfactory. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  REGULA- 
TIONS. 

The  numbers  of  licences  issued  were  as  follows:  — 

4 supplementary  licences  for  the  sale  of  pasteurised  milk. 
4 supplementary  licences  for  the  sale  of  sterilised  milk. 

4 supplementary  licences  for  the  sale  of  tuberculin  tested 
milk. 

11  dealer’s  licences  for  the  sale  of  tuberculin  tested  milk. 
16  dealer’s  licences  for  the  sale  of  pasteurised  milk. 

22  dealer’s  licences  for  the  sale  of  sterilised  milk. 
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GLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1966. 

The  Health  Committee  gave  detailed  consideration 
to  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act  during  the  year, 
particularly  the  sections  dealing  with  the  setting  up  of 
Smoke  Control  Areas.  One  such  area  was  provisionally 
defined  and  a preliminary  survey  of  it  was  undertaken, 
but  implementation  of  it  was  deferred  until  a more 
comprehensive  picture  of  the  full  effect  of  the  Act  could 
be  obtained. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1959. 

Routine  work  under  this  act  was  carried  out  system- 
atically during  the  year  by  the  Rodent  Operator.  Treat- 
ments were  given  to  19  business  premises,  11  Local 
Authority  premises  and  174  dwelling-houses  in  the  town, 
and  at  all  these  premises  an  estimated  number  of  1,345 
rats  were  killed. 

The  number  of  visits  made  to  the  various  premises 
for  carrying  out  these  treatments  were  1,204,  but  in 
addition  to  this,  further  time  was  spent  in  survey  work 
in  the  town  generally. 

PETROLEUM  ACTS  AND  ORDERS. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  42  premises  were  licensed 
to  store  petroleum  spirit,  and  1 to  store  carbide  of 
calcium. 
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